5th Grade

Visual and Performing Arts: Visual Arts Content Standards.

ARTISTIC PERCEPTION
At the fifth grade level, children will perceive and respond to works of art, objects in nature, events, and the
environment. They will continue to process, analyze, and respond to sensory information through the
language and skills unique to the visual arts. In the fifth grade the students will learn to identify principles of
design in visual compositions, emphasizing unity and harmony.
Ideas for what to do:
This lesson will start out as a more theoretical lesson, teaching the students about the elements and principles
of design, which are the building blocks used to create art. Many of these terms have been used and taught
previously, but in this lesson, they will be brought together.
We will begin by identifying the elements of design. There are seven and sometimes eight main elements of
design. This can vary depending on the what the teacher opts to present.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Line
Shape
Color
Value
Form
Texture
Space
Perspective

All of these have been taught in previous grades. Together, they are used to create art, and they are believed
to be the foundation for creating visually pleasing art. There are many different representations and pages
that illustrate and organize the elements of art, and these can used to review with the class. Below are a few
examples found by searching online for images of Elements of Art Design.

Once the elements have been reviewed, we now move on to the principles of art and design. These principles
describe the way an artist will use the elements of art in a work of art. The principles of art are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Pattern
Contrast
Emphasis
Balance
Scale
Harmony
Movement
Unity
Variety

These are again, easily found materials and handouts that can be given or shown to students to help them
learn these concepts. See the two images below that were found online, including the third one, which
includes both the elements and principles of art and design.

In the fifth grade, students are expected to know about the elements and principles of design. Students should
be able to understand and discuss the concepts, as well as create art with these principles in mind.
Once these concepts have been taught and discussed, a project can be done to demonstrate the student’s
understanding. You can either choose one principle, or have the students create an original work of art for all
of the principles. If you study the middle image above, you can see how different works were created to
represent each principle. Have students create their own images, then have them present their work to the
class, explaining what elements and principles were used. Have the rest of the class critique the work, using
their visual arts vocabulary, and their understanding of the concepts.

CREATIVE EXPRESSION
At the fifth grade level, children apply artistic processes and skills, using a variety of media to communicate
meaning and intent in a original works of arts. They will use one-point perspective to create the illusion of
space.

Ideas for what to do:
Students have previously been introduced to perspective, but in this assignment they will learn about onepoint perspective drawing. The method in one-point perspective is that you are working with space by setting
up the page with certain points, such as the horizon and a vanishing point. To begin, the vanishing point is
often in the middle, on the horizon, but it can also be to the side. In this project, the students will begin with a
basic one-point perspective.
Give the students a large piece of white paper. Have them draw a light horizontal line across the middle of the
paper with a pencil (so that it can be erased, or colored over). Next have them place a vanishing point in the
middle of the horizontal line, and then draw four diagonal lines from the vanishing point to each corner of the
page. The image below is computer generated, but it gives the basic idea of how perspective is created by the
horizon, vanishing point and diagonal lines.

Next have the students fill in the bottom section up until the vanishing point with a road, and either side with
trees and buildings. The sky should be filled in above the horizon.

Once the students have completed their work, the pictures should be displayed, and the students should
participate in a class critique, discussing the effectiveness of the one-point perspective methodology in
creating the illusion of depth.

AESTHETIC VALUING
Children at the fifth grade level will build on skills from the earlier grades in responding to, analyzing and
making judgments about the art that they see around them, including their own, according to the elements of
art, the principles of design, and aesthetic qualities. Students will be able to assess their own works of art,
using specific criteria, and describe what changes they would make for improvement.
Ideas for what to do:
This assignment will occur once another art work has been completed. The students should take their own
piece of art and conduct an in-depth analysis of their work, applying the elements and principles of art and
design to analyze how well they accomplished their goals in creating the piece. They can be assigned to look
for and critique specific principles, or they can look for what they see on their own. They should be able to
present their own critique and reflection, as well as be able to speak to what they would improve in their
piece and how.

